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MANY ORDINARY BUT COURAGEOUS MEN AND WOMEN IN EVERY
countryof occupied Europe showed compassion in helping Jewish
victims of the Nazis. The names of such rescuers are largely
unrecorded except in the memories of those they saved. Their

, . decency often exposed them to death. Their behavior was atypical in
Ayoung Danish Jew arives in Sweden escorted by aSwedish  their communities, where the majority of people were indifferent or
policeman. Fightfor reedom, 1040-1945, Copenhagen COIlADOTAted in the persecution and murder of their Jewish neighbors.
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P t ~ Danish Jews on their way to safety in Sweden. In early
. ‘A October 1943, over 90% of Denmark's Jews were saved with
T - the help of thousands of their countrymen.
Y s Y ey CL: Museum of Denmark's Fight for Freedom, 1940-1945, Copenhagen
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Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat, issued
Swedish passports (schutzpasse) and handed
them to Hungarian Jews being transported to the
East in the summer and fall of 1944. The Swedish
blue and gold protective schutzpasssaved the
lives of tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews.
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- Raoul Wallenberg (marked with X) handing out schutzpasse
Raoul Wallenberg at work in Budapest. CL: Wallenberg Family at deportation train. CL: Wallenberg Family
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Despite overwhelming odds, more than 4,000
Jews survived in hiding in Berlin; several
thousand in The Netherlands; and tens of
thousands in occupied Poland, where millions
were murdered. Statistics on the number of
_ rescuers and the number of those saved are
| very incomplete, but more than 100,000 Jews
| ’ - were assisted or saved by these courageous men
| - and women in occupied Europe. While world
; ' A‘ { | leaders, popes, presidents, and prime ministers
Mathilda Nitsch, a Yugoslav Roman Catholic, ran an remained silent on the fate of millions, these
underground station and saved one hundreF| families. courageous individuals risked their lives to
CL:LeniSonnenfeld  cpalter the persecuted.
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